
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act 

Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund 

March 31, 2021 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The  Coronavirus  Aid, Relief, and Economic  Security  Act  or, CARES Act, was passed 



 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF FUNDING AND CERTIFICATION 
Mercyhurst University acknowledges that the institution’s authorized representative signed and 

returned to the Department of Education (Department) the 



 

The University has signed and returned the Certification and Agreement form necessary to 

access the funds, and intends to use 100% of these funds to provide emergency financial aid 

grants to students, within one year of the application date or March 13, 2020. Funds may only 

be provided for student expenses related to the disruption of campus operations due to the 

coronavirus. Funds cannot be granted on need alone or due to financial loss because of COVID- 19. 

 
The University awarded the emergency relief as follows: a) $1,571,



Mercyhurst University 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

REQUIRED DISCLOSURES 
March 31, 2021 

 
Mercyhurst University was allocated up to 
$3,142,548 in federal relief funds authorized 
under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act (CARES Act).  As a recipient of 
funding, the university is required to provide a 
series of disclosures regarding our use of the 
funds. 
 
1) An acknowledgement that you have signed 

and returned the Certification, and your 
assurance that you have used or intend to 
use no less than 50% of the funds for 
student grants. 
The university has signed and returned the 
Certification to the Department of Education.  
At least 50 percent of funds have or will be 
used for student relief grants.  To date, 
Mercyhurst University has issued $1,571,274 in 
grants to students. 

 
2) The total amount of CARES Act funding 

that you will receive or have received 
pursuant to your Certification and 



pandemic.  Per guidance from the Department 
of Education, these funds are reserved for 
students eligible for Title IV federal financial 
aid.  At Mercyhurst, any student who sent us a 
valid FAFSA on or before March 27, 2020 (the 
date the legislation was enacted), who meet 
Title IV eligibility requirements, and who were 
registered for in-person coursework as of March 
27 will receive a portion of this relief funding. 
 
You will receive [amount] from those CARES Act 
funds in the coming week.  If you have direct 
deposit information on file with the university, 

those funds will be deposited to your bank 
account.  If we do not have this information on 
file, your funds will be issued via a paper check 
and mailed to your home address. 
 
We hope these funds provide support to you for 
unanticipated expenses incurred due to the 
pandemic.  Moreover, we hope you and your 
families are safe and well.” 

 
 
 

Posted: March 10, 2021
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Quarterly Budget and Expenditure Reporting under CARES Act Sections 18004(a)(1) Institutional Portion, 18004(a)(2), and 
18004(a)(3), if applicable 

Institution Name: __________Mercyhurst University________________________ Date of Report: __4/

4

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/17/2020-12965/eligibility-of-students-at-institutions-of-higher-education-for-funds-under-the-coronavirus-aid
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/heerfupdates.html
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Category Amount  
in (a)(1) 

institutional dollars 

Amount in 
(a)(2) dollars, 
if applicable 

Amount in 
(a)(3) dollars, 
if applicable 

Explanatory Notes 

Campus safety and operations.2     

Purchasing, leasing, or renting additional instructional equipment 
and supplies (such as laboratory equipment or computers) to reduce 
the number of students sharing equipment or supplies during a 
single class period and to provide time for disinfection between 
uses. 
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2020. Each quarterly report must be separately maintained on an IHE’s website or in a PDF document linked directly from the IHE’s CARES Act reporting 

webpage. Reports must be maintained for at least three years after the submission of the final report per 2 CFR § 200.333. Any changes or updates after initial 

posting must be conspicuously noted after initial posting and the date of the change must be noted in the “Date of Report” line. 

Paperwork Burden Statement 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a valid 

OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1840-0849. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is 

estimated to average 2 hours p




