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Mercyhurst University provides reasonable accommodations for a student with a disability who has a verifiable 
need of having a Support Animal, including an Emotional Support Animal (ESA), in university housing. A 
reasonable accommodation is an exception to the University’s rules, policies, practices, or services that a student 
with a disability may need to have an equal opportunity to use and enjoy University housing. 

This form is to request a , and NOT a . Support Animal or ESA Service Animal

What is the difference? 
• Service Animals are defined as dogs, and in rare instances miniature horses, that are individually trained to 

do work or perform tasks for people with disabilities. These tasks can include things like pulling a 
wheelchair, guiding a person who is visually impaired, or alerting  a person who is having a seizure. The 
tasks a service dog can perform are not limited to this list. However, the work or task a service dog does 
must be directly related to the person's disability. Service Animals may accompany persons with disabilities  
into places that the public normally goes. Students with questions about Service Animals should contact 
the ADA Coordinator by email or phone 814-824-2362. ADA@mercyhurst.edu 

• A is an assistance animal, other than a service animal, that does work, performs tasks, 
provides assistance, and/or provides therapeutic emotional support people with disabilities. An 

will be used throughout the remainder of this document. 

is a type of Support Animal. An ESA provides emotional support and 
comfort to individuals with psychiatric disabilities and other mental health issues. A Support Animal, 
including an ESA, is typically a dog, cat, small bird, rabbit, hamster, gerbil, other rodent, fish, or other 
small, domesticated animal. A Support Animal or ESA need not be trained to perform tasks for a person 
with a disability. The term ESA 

Support Animal 

Emotional Support Animal (ESA)  

To request an  ESA in  Mercyhurst  University Housing,  the first step is to complete the  
 Next,  a health care provider (e.g., physician, psychiatrist,  psychologist, physician’s  assistant, 

nurse practitioner, nurse, clinical  licensed social worker, etc.)  T

mailto:ADA@mercyhurst.edu
https://augusta.accessiblelearning.com/s-��ҹ�糡/ApplicationStudent.aspx
mailto:ADA@mercyhurst.edu


   
  

  
  

     
    

 

    



    
   

  

  
  

 

       

   
    

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Student Health  Care Section  – to be completed by  a  health  care provider:  

To properly evaluate how the Mercyhurst University can best meet the student’s need for Sequesting a 
Support Animal or Emotional Support Animal (ESA) in university housing, the university requires 
information from a health care provider. 

Specifically, the information provided on this form will be reviewed to determine whether: 

1. The student is a person with a documented disability.

2. The Support Animal or ESA being requested is necessary to afford the student, as a person with a
disability, an equal opportunity to use and enjoy the on-campus housing facilities.

3.
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Health  Care  Provider  Information �4FDUJPO � – �to be completed by  B � health care provider: 

I verify that the named student information is correct, and that I have personal k
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/sites/default/files/accommodationspolicy.pdf
http://www.erie.pa.us/residents/services/dog-licenses/
http://www.erie.pa.us/residents/services/dog-licenses


  % %  

  
 

  

 
     

   
  

 

  
      

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
  

 
  

  
    

 
 

 

 

 

Continued violations may result in revocation of the student’s ESA registration and authority to keep the 
ESA in university housing. 

9. The student is responsible for the appropriate management of the ESA. An ESA must be reasonably well-
behaved; this includes no excessive or unreasonable barking, whining, scratching, chewing, or aggression 
as this type of behavior is likely to impact the ability of other students to use and enjoy their university 
housing. If the ESA is in common areas, such as study rooms or living rooms, the student must make 
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